Dercr Brother, & Sisterd
Cullen,and FBemira!l

-—--1 am sorry, & sshamed that 1t should seen alaost 1ite

writing €o strangers, now, where I am fetting so r the end of —¥
journey, that my writing mist soon cease forsvere——I £o hode you will
believe me, when I say that it hss not been Zron lack of brotherly
feeling, that I have been so remiss in wmitin-s o you, but from whst

has been the Bane of all =y past life, = habit of zrocrasiination,

L1

patting off until tomorrow, the Zuty of todd~. It hes been 21 yeers
since we met. The thousd unn-raost in =y mind then was, that we would
corresvnond resulerly, % shot woulld make somc amends for absence. I déic
not forget you, often thou-ht of you, fully intended to write soon,

but shame to say needed some such shock as hecring of the death of Jesar
Bro. Rush, bto svecar me into actlon----Brothers Idgh and Elias; both

informed me of Rushs Beath. It shocked me creatly. ile was so mich--

vounger than I, It secemed as if it should have been me to zo. Anc as

1T I could have been ruch batter spared, but so it is, "The Lord seets

not as man sceth”. "What e doeth we know not now, but we shall
eight
know hereafter." There are only fopr of us now, I am the eldest

ow days of being 79 years old-~(2lith June noxt) Haturally
four)
a very short time will reduce the number o fwo,--Wonlt it he a good

=

lacking only a

plan dear Brothor, & Sister to keep each other posted in regard to
probabilities. HZliss made the oroposition that we write to each other
as often (at least) as once in three months, I answered that I would
try, and do so, and oftencr 1f clrcumstances omed to veguire it, so
vou may expect to hear from me as long as wuy life lasts, once in 3
months at least, unless utiterly unable Yo do so,-----There zre s0m=S
things may conspire to hincer =y writing as nrormtily 28 T coulcC ¥Wishe
Your poor old Sisterinlaw, Abby is, In gome respects as helpless as

a child, & (though innocently) causes more trouble. It would be a
long shory to tell how it all came about, But the ahort of it is, that

what little property I had has taken to itselfl vinzs, =2nd so far as

earthly possessions ore concernec, I hsve notning, but am wholly

Bewm _  moems sz e 2 DDT AR a2 e S
dependent upon my Children, L2iZ woall te . Terr suffizient cevenience
and 18, so far as their ability extends. They are all married, &

have families of thelr own. We are living with Fanny, & her husband

near Medicine Lodge Kansas, ab present % where they can the rest of the

Charles,you remember, our oliesi 3oy, & Henry next, both live
n Hissouri--Lucy and Baston both in Iils, William, & Sarah both in the
Indian Tertitory--I hope, & trust, d&ssr Brother,i=-3Sister, th:at you

are wisely preparing for the'Better life Beyond: This worlcé would

indeed be a dark one for poor me, were it not for the zlad bright

"Hope™ that is better than anything this worlé can give.==please

write soon.

Your aflectionnte Broed Sister
Ee Do & A, Skinner

Across top of last page was written:

Our Address is "Medicine Lodge"
Barber Co Kansass

I hereby certify that this is a truezcopy of the letter written by

E.Ds and A. Skinner-to Will Skinner in 13
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